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Tutorial : Basic tools for making 
wire Jewellery  
Created by Martine Callaghan  for  

www.marticjewellery.com  
   

In this tutorial I will show you the basic tools you 

need to start making wire jewellery and what 

their uses are.  

I emphasize the word ñbasicò as there are dozen s 

of tools you could spend your money on.  I am 

not saying they are not useful, I am saying they 

are not necessary to start your jewellery -making 

career.   I have bought too many tools that are 

now gathering dust  so I speak from experience!  

 

We are very lucky that this particular craft 

requires very few tools , that they are relatively 

inexpensive and easily obtainable .   

 

Everyone has their like and dislikes when it comes 

to tools so I w onôt recommend any make over 

another  nor would I advise you to  spend a 

fortune . 

 

Choosing a tool  

 

When you choose a tool, hold it in your dominant 

hand and get a feel for it.  A jewellery tool should 

be an extension of your hand  so try it out first .   

 

¶ It should feel light , comfortable  and well -

balanced .   

¶ It should have a springy and smooth 

motion when opening and closing (not 

jerky or resistant).   

¶ The handles should be gently curved in so 

the ends do not dig into your palm.  

¶ There are various sizes of handles 

including extra long ones and  mini ones .  

Choose the length to suit your hand.  

¶ The handles are made of various materials 

such as metal, plastic or foam and you will 

soon develop a preference.  Personally, I 

donôt like foam because I donôt like its 

touch and it gets dirty very quickly but 

other people like the cushioning it gives.  

 

 

Your best tools are, of course, your hands but 

because they are irreplaceable you must never be 

tempted to use them instead of a tool nor must 

you put them in harmôs way (hammers and 

cut ters are the usual culprits ) . 
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PLIERS 
Round nose pliers  
Round nose  pliersô jaws resemble 2 cones with a 

pointed end.  As you can see from the picture, 

there are various widths and sizes of these to 

enable you to make different sizes of loops  and to 

accommodate various sizes of wire .   

One middle size one like the one on the bottom 

left will be sufficient to start with.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the jaws are closed you can see a tiny gap 

towards the bottom of the cones to enable you to 

grip your wire.  

These pliers are used to make loops, coils and 

round bends.  

If you notice a misalignment of the tips, discard 

the pliers and buy a new pair.  
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Making a loop  

Making a loop will probably be the very first thing 

you learn and these are the pliers you need to 

use.  

 

Where you place your wire on the jaws will 

determine the circumference of your loop.  The 

further up the cone, the smaller the loop.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place your wire end between the jaws and run 

your fingers along the jaws.  Your wire end should 

be tucked in so that you do not feel it but far 

enough that it is gripped firmly.  Itôs not a 

disaster if your wire juts out a little bit, it simply 

means your loop will be slightly oval in shape  

rather than round . 

 

 

 

Grip your wire end firmly between the jaws in 

your non -dominant hand and using your dominant 

handôs thumb curve the wire round the jaw all the 

way to the front.  If you are left -handed you will 

probably bring the wire round the left -hand jaw .  

It makes no difference.  
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Here is your loop and if you wanted to make a 

spiral that would be how you start but  for 

threading a bead for instance,  it does not look 

quite right.   

 

Break th e neck  

Itôs quite a gruesome way of describing it but you 

are now going to break your loopôs neck! 

Replace your loop on the jaw with the protruding 

end in the middle, grip firmly and push the wire 

against the right -hand jaw.  
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One of the problems when making many loops for 

one project is to try and make them the same 

size.   

In order to do this you must place your wire in 

exactly the same position on the cone.  

There are several ways of doing this:  

¶ You can mark your pliersô jaw with 

permanent marker  

¶ You can stick tape on the cone to mark the 

place  

¶ My solution is to use coloured wire and 

twist it into various sizes of loops which I 

measure and take a note of.  This way you 

know the exact size of your loop  and you 

can re -use them w ithout defacing your 

pliers.  

 

 

In this picture I am using my round nose pliers to 

make a hairpin bend.   I place my wire just above 

my marking loop  so any subsequent loop that I 

make will be the same size.  

 

 

 

 

Chain Nose Pliers 
Chain nose pliers have jaws which are smooth on 

the inside, round and tapering to a point . 

 

 


